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Octupatmnal Health Hazards, Work-Related Illness and Injury,

Work Behaviors among Informal Workforce : Case Study
in Baby Corn Planting Farmer Group
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Ahbstract

The purpose of this descrptive research was Lo exanune occupational health hurards,
work-related illness and injury, work behaviors among 130 informaul work{vrees who planted

baby corns. Dara were collecicd using an interview-form which had been conflirmed baoth
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content validity and reliability. The results demonstrated that the apparent exposures of occupational
health hazards in working enviromnent were ergonomic and cheinical agents. The work-refated
illnesses tound to be major problems were headache and musculoskeletal pain. Work-related
injuries during the past three months were found over one-third. Regarding work behaviors,
mest farmers used personal protective equipment hut alt of them did oot use ear plugs while
using a tractor (o the ficld. Furthermore, more than & quarter offarmers continued using a tractor
withoul 1ts safe guard and one-third of them reentered to the Lield within 3 days after spraying
pesticide. These findings provide a significant foundation for occupational and safety team to
initiate work safety promotion and develop etfective health promoting and risk -reduction progrums
for informal workforces who are tarmers planting baby corns, ¢speciully ergonomic programs
amd chemical risk communication.

Keywords : occupanonal health harards, work “reluted illness and injury, work bebaviors,

informal workforce, baby com planting farmer group
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