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International Nursing Programme Students’ Pregnancy Care Efficacy

Tareewan Chaiboonruang ** M.P.H, MSc. (Midwifery)
Susanha Yimyam *** Ph.D. (Women’s Health)

Abstract: Objective: To study international nursing programme students’ experience,
perception of their pregnancy care efficacy, problems and needs for enhancement of

their pregnancy care efficacy.
Design: Qualitative, phenomenological research.

Implementation: The respondents were 22 fourth-year international nursing
programme students who were enrolled in the academic year 2009 and who had acquired
pregnancy care experience whilst studying in their third year. Data were collected by
means of group interviews and in—-depth interviews and were analysed using the Content

Analysis method.

Results: The international nursing programme students, who had acquired preg-
nancy care experience as mandated by their curriculum and by the Nursing Council’s
Professional Standards, were aware of the importance of pregnancy care efficacy. Their
main problem was lack of confidence caused by insufficient knowledge. As aresult, the
respondents expressed their need to enhance their pathological knowledge and risk
screening skills. They also demanded that teaching/learning methods be improved and

more support from teachers and healthcare personnel be provided.

Recommendations: Based on the outcome, it is recommended that teaching/
learning methods be modified to meet the students’ needs and to increase their efficacy,

partly in preparation for the ASEAN Economic Community.
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