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Abstract

Teaching and learning arrangement for students to correctly integrate theoretical and
practical knowledge is very important issue in teaching and learning midwifery. This
quasi-experimental classroom research aimed to determine the effect of group discussion teaching
method on midwifery knowledge and students’ satisfaction on group discussion method in
integrating theoretical and practical midwifery knowledge. Subjects were 82 fourth year nursing
students, Faculty of Nursing, Chiang Mai University who enrolled in Nursing Midwifery Practice
2 (654491), second semester in 2011 academic year and were willing to participate in this study.
The research instruments included group discussion teaching plan, midwifery knowledge paper
test, and satisfaction questionnaire which were content validated by three experts. The
Kuder-Richardson coefficient (KR 20) of midwifery knowledge test was 0.65 and the Cronbach’s
alpha coefficient of satisfaction questionnaire was 0.98. Data were analyzed using descriptive

statistics and paired t-test for dependent samples.

The results of study

After teaching and learning via group discussion class, the subject’s posttest mean scores
of midwifery knowledge were statistically significant higher than the pretest scores (p<0.001).
The majority 74.39% of the subjects equally rated satisfaction at the highest level with overall
teaching and learning arrangement by group discussion regarding teaching content, teaching
method and content usage. The majority 68.54% of the subjects rated satisfaction at the highest
level with total average teaching and learning arrangement by group discussion.
Findings of the study show that group discussion is suggested as alternative teaching method

to promote integration of theoretical and practical midwifery knowledge.
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