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Wife Abuse and Health Care Services, Part I: Knowledge and
Attitudes of Women and Men About Wife Abuse
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Abstract

Wife abuse is a major health problem resuited from multi-factors and leading to both
physical and mental iliness. However, lay persons’ understanding and beliefs about wife abuse
is unkwnown. This descriptive study explored knowledge and attitudes of women and men
about wife abuse using focus group interviews and in-depth interviews among 184 persons, as
well as questionnaires distributed to 1000 subjects recruited by cluster-random sampling
techniques. The subjects equally consisted of women and men, residing in Sukhothai and
Chiang Mai. Approximately, _61% resided in rural areas. Qualitative data were analyzed using
content analysis whereas me'ans and t-test vwere employed for quantitative data analysis. The
results indicated that the average scores of knowledge and attitudes were 56.9 and 59.3 out of
100, respectively. The respondents having the following characteristics had significantly higher
levels of knowledge and attitudes: higher education, being students or govemment officials,
higher economic status, and residing in urban areas. The studied subjects’ understanding and
beliefs about wife abuse were elaborated through qualitative findings. It is recommended that

knowledge and attitudes about wife abuse should be enhanced amang women and men in the
northern region. '
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