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Work Conditions and Health Problems among Woodcarving Workers

Susanha Yimyam.** PhD.
Benja Jirapattarapimol.***M.A.

Abstract: Woodcarving is the famous hand making of the informal sector in Chiang
Mai. Most of the woodcarving workers are sub-contractors that may impact on
them and health of their families, if there is inappropriate work condition. This
research combined both qualitative and quantitative approaches in order to explore
work conditions and health problems among woodcarving workers in Khun khong
Subdistrict, Hang Dong District, Chiang Mai Province. Data gathering methods
included unstructured discussion with key informants; and observation of work process
and environment. Questionnaires were distributed to 202 woodcarving workers (both
male and female). In-depth interviews and focus groups were also conducted with
69 people who were woodcarving workers, entrepreneurs, community leaders, and
health officials and public health volunteers. In addition, a forum with 81 of the
workers, entrepreneurs, community leaders, and health officials and public health
volunteers, was arranged to present and verify collected data and possibly to receive
additional information.

Results of this study were summarized as follows. Most work at their home
and some steps of the process of work. Most male workers work on the process of
carving or making wooden figures while most female workers work on the
decoration and the assembling steps. Most workers concerned their risks and health
problems related to their works particularly from continuously inappropriate
positions, contact of dust and chemicals, as well as an injury from machines. Most
sicknesses frequently were found low back pain, muscle strain, asthma, and other
respiratory diseases, gastric ulcer, eyes and eyesight problems, skin problems, and

accidents from machines respectively.
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