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Abstract

Managing pain is an important problem for cancer patients. The cancer pain
experience is a complex and individual experience which is influenced by many factors. Gender
is considered as one of the influencing factors of pain experience. This descriptive study used
the secondary data from primary studies of the Thai cancer pain experience in 265 cancer
patients. Subjects consist of 92 males, aged from 18-91 years with mean age of 56.12 years
(S.D. = 15.30) and 173 females, aged from 18-87 years with mean age of 50.51 years (S.D. =
12.58). The structural equation model, which was developed from theories and relevant
literature was tested and adjusted until it fit with the sample data with acceptable goodness of fit
indices of X2 = 49.579, p = 0.065, X2/df = 1.377 and has Normed Fit Index (NFI) of 0.950,
Relative Fit Index (RFI) of 0.908, Incremental Fit Index (IFl) of 0.986 and Tucker-Lewis Index
(TLI) of 0.973 and the root mean square error of approximation (RMSEA) of 0.038. The
simultaneous multi-group structural equation modeling analysis was used to compare between

males and females.

The results of study

No significant difference between Thai cancer pain experience model of males or
females (p(d)= 0.074) with the chi-square difference of 34.642 (Adf = 24, N = 265). Therefore,
the Thai cancer pain experience model is stable. Although the significant difference among
gender was not found in Thai cancer pain experience model, considering the standard
regression weights, it was found that the psychosocial factors had greater impact on pain
experience in females than males. Therefore, these factors should be considered to enhance

the effectiveness of pain management in cancer patients.
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