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Knowledge and Involvement of Professional Nurses in

Southern Hospitals Regarding the National Health Policy

Udomrat Sngounsiritham*  Cattaliya Siripattarakul Sanluang**

Abstract

This study was a descriptive research which aimed to explore the knowledge and
involvement of professional nurses in the national health policy process. The sample included
460 professional nurses in southern hospitals of Thailand. The instrument used for data
collection was a questionnaire developed by the research group. Content validity and reliability
were confirmed. The reliability was 0.81 and 0.90 respectively. The data were analysed by
the descriptive statistics.

The result of the study showed that the majority of sample group with percentages
of 63.7 had the knowledge regarding the national health policy process at a high level. The
analysis of each part was found that they had the knowledge about policy implementation
process at the very high level (91.5%), the knowledge about policy formulation process and
policy modification process at the high level (49.6% and 24.6%). The majority of sample
group with percentages of 72.4 had never participated in national health policy process. The
analysis of each part was found that they had never participated in policy formulation
process, policy modification process and policy implementation process with percentages
of 78.3, 68.9 and 59.8 respectively.

This study suggests that involvement of professional nurses in the hospital of southern
region of Thailand regarding health policy are not sufficient. Nursing administrators should
develop themselves and professional nurses to concern about the significance of health

policy involvement and more continuing develop system support for health policy involvement.
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