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Knowledge and Involvement of Professional Nurses in the Northeast
of Thailand Regarding the National Health Policy
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Abstract

This descriptive study aimed to study knowledge and participation in the national health policy among
professional nurses in the northeast of Thailand. Sample included 409 professional nurses obtained by using
stratified random sampling. Research instrument used included questionnaires, developed by the research using
Longest’s' policy process as a framework. The content validity index of the knowledge and the involvement in
the national health policy questionnaires were .86 and .94, respectively. The reliabilities of the knowledge and

the involvement in the national health policy questionnaires were .81 and .90, respectively.
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The research results showed that 60.6% of professional nurses had the overall knowledge in the national
health policy at a high level and 18.3% at a very high level. The results of each step of the process showed that
45.2% had a high level of knowledge in policy formulation while 95.1% had a very high level of knowledge
in policy implementation, and only 22.3% had a high level in policy modification. Regarding policy
involvement, 70.49% of professional nurses had no involvement in the national health policy and 29.6% had the
involvement, however, 24.2% had a low level of involvement. The results of each step showed that 78.2% of
professional nurses had no involvement in policy formulation, 55.3% had no involvement in policy

implementation and 67.5% had no involvement in policy modification. The results of this study can be used in

the development of nursing administration and policy, nursing education, and nursing research.
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