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Knowledge and Involvement of Professional Nurses in the University

Hospitals Regarding National Health Policy

Bunpitcha Chitpakdee Ph.D.**
Pongsri Keitlertnapha Ed.D.***

Abstract: Public health policies have influenced on nursing and midwifery
profession, nursing practice, and health care services. This research was conducted
to identify the knowledge regarding health policy process and involvement of
professional nurses in the national health policy-making process among
professional nurses working in the university hospitals. The sample of this study
included 378 professional nurses whom were selected by using simple random
sampling by proportion from each hospital. The research instruments were
developed by researchers. The questionnaire consisted of participants’ demographic
data, knowledge regarding policy-making process, and involvement of professional
nurses in the national health policy which were validated by five experts. The
content validity were .86 and .94, respectively, whereas the reliability, testing by
KR-20 and Cronbach’ alpha coefficient were .81 and .90, respectively. The
descriptive statistics - frequency, mean, and SD - were used to identify the
research results.

The study found that more than half of professional nurses (63.49 %) had
the knowledge regarding policy-making process in the high level while the majority
group (93.65 %) had knowledge regarding policy implementation process in the
very high level. About half of professional nurses (50.53 %) had knowledge
regarding policy formulation in the high level whereas only 27.51 percent of them
had knowledge regarding policy modification in the high level. The majority
group of professional nurses, with percentages of 80.42, 83.33, 75.13, and
70.10 had never participated in the national health policy-making process, policy
formulation, policy implementation, and policy modification, respectively.

Nursing administrators can use the result of this study as the data bases for
empowering professional nurses to increase participating in health policy process as
well as nursing professional organizations should provide training and continuous
education courses in order to educate professional nurses about the channel of
national health policy process involvement.
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